20 / 


7.0 


CO — ———  ——— 


THE 
NATURE and EFFECTS 


OF 


Superſtition, 


I N A 


SERMON 


Preached before the Honourable 


Houſe of Commons, 


WT p 


» 4 


Saturday, the Fifth of November, 1692. 


— 


By THOMAS MANNTNGH A M, D.D. and 
Chaplain in Ordinary to Their Majeſties. 


LONDON, 


Printed by Thomas Braddyll and Robert Everingham, 
and are to be Sold at the Serven Stars in Arve- 
Mary-Lane, MDCXCII. | 


__——_ 


— " ——— OE — —— 
_ "— I 


| 
| 
XUM 


' 
- — OCB —_ —— —_ — -—_— m——d—_ - a R—oo—eo— - _ — 
_ _ — — _—  —— —— - 
ou . 2 
| ' 
% & 4 i 
. 
ba. - 
% " - << 
- A / 
* } . | 
: a _ CY — j 
>. #4 
_- a W 
= - , - [ ,4 _ : 
Py . + . 
. - . | 
4 z _ - % — / 
' 
4 - 
- ww | ” _ 
. % —— Sand _ . % . 
hs « j <A : - 
| — 
- ——_ n— = RR ” 
= - 
OS - * - = $ » 
— ” -” : 
@_ E . &® Y - ” = $ | 
k = - — . - : 
” . by, - . a 0 
"IS. "a a - 1 - . " 
- \ A - = 
” . _ ; _ 
< 2 ; - : -y 
i oy _ i k : ., / \ 
= =——— -_ . -_ 
FS S| ſs d . — ” — ; 
3 F - "Fu 
\ T yu 
7 'v '=2 NP ' - - , . 
» i _ p_ j —y iy 
. —_— _ '4 - - 
- - » = ' »— 3 : :, 
Y - - ? S SA 
_ _ . 
| 6 1- P f ' 
+ . - - » _ 
wa k 1 _ « ; 46 4 
- 'I-: : bY % - - a ” — : 
= z f | 
YL i X | 4 . 
Me - 
\ =. 
- A. _ | he ſt 
. . - = £< 
! ® * 4 
: - 
+ C | 
. . - L 
Z - : Sn ' 
$ 
: . * 
: = —_—_—_— — - o _- " - > ——————— — — — - - — — — 
” -_ —— = 
, out ot, cot —  — - - - _ w * -- , © 
—_ — —_— _— -- ” : et en E  —IE_ .A4 = — 


 — Lo 


— 


XUM 


5 E R M © N 
| Preached before the Honourable © -- 
Houſe of Commons. 


—_— —_— 


| "Atts xvi, Se _ pv " 
Then Paul head in the mid/t. of Maſe 
Hill and ſaid, ye Men of Athens, I 
percieve that in all things Ye are t00 
S MPETJOHrIPAS., 


©..4 
- 
; Ms 


HIS is the hg ginning of that moſt 
| wiſe and excellent Speech, which St. 
Paul made inthe great Courrof Athens, 
where many of the Phileſaphers and Learned" 
Men of | Greece where Aflembled 'to gratifie) 
their Curioſity, and to' hear what that 'New/ 
Doftrine was, which he ſeemed ſo defirous of: 
Publiſhing] amobgſt them. - - Whey St,” Pax 


talk'd ſo much. of Jeſs and the RefurreSion;cbey! 
B ro0K 
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took him to be a ſetter-forth of New Gods, 
and one who came to increaſe the Superſtition 
of the Vulgar.; for we cannat well, conceive 
thap all the Philoſophers of tha. Age, eſpecial- 
ly the-Epictreetis, which wavthemoſt-preyats 
ing Sect at. that Time, had any, great Opinion 
of thoſe Devotions and Ways ot Worſhip, of 
whiclrthe Cammon People wete: ſo Zealous : 
However, they cxpeted ſomething that was 
new, ſomething that might entertain their In- 
quiſitive Minds, and give ſome Diverſion to 
their: Wit and: Parts.  * | | 


The Religion of the great\Men' of that Age | 


was wholly turn'd into curious Diſputes, into 
_— Diſcourſes, and a Gentile Way of pro- 
poling and anſwering ſome __ Probabilities, 
at 


and of making their Converſations very ealie as 


to matter of Opinions. They were ſufficiently: 


conſcious. that ſome of- the Idolatries of the 
World. were too Groſs and Abſurd to bear the 
Name of Religion, and too fabumen: to be 
prattiſed by a civilz'd People. Some Popular 
Worſhips they found it:necefllary to allow: of, 
ſach as might give Amuſement, 'and not-preju- 
dice the Commonwealth : ' They bad 1ubrile 


Diſtinctions and Evaſions: for themſchves, and- 
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ſo 'the Multitude would be but.quiet and/go- 
vernable, ' and not 'diſtutb:their ſofr Tranquil- 
lity3- They 'wpre content [that many! fanciful 
Rites and Dotapes ſhould prevail, and/be eſta- 
bliſhed by their Laws. ' . 

Ic is ealie to' read this Epicurean Temper in 
the Behaviour -of -moſt 'of thoſe Roman Magi» 
rates, ' who'were concerned (inthe: Aﬀairs of 
Judea; and their own Hiſtories acquaint us 
That chis was the Temper which /then-gene- 
rally-prevailed-among their Great Men : Their 
main'Buſinels was Empire and Eafe, they did 
not cares trouble themſelves much abour the 
veſtions/and Zeal of contending Parties, bur 
ſuffered all'Men 'to enjoy their particular Per- 
{waſions, 'fothey-raiſed no Tumulcs, and a&t- 
ed nothing -cantrary to /the Intereſt of Cz/ar. 
This-was the Hitmour of the Epicwean Party, 
though-others- were of ſomewhat a warmer 
Temper. | 

Now St. Paul, who was not afraid of So- 
crates his Draught, ſpake' ſuch Truths before 
the Magiſtrates, -and the ' moſt captious. Sets, 
and in that City too, which was -the Metropolis 
of all Idolatry, with that -Freedom and'Bold- 
neſs as few of their wife Men, had they been 
able, would/have ventured to have ſo __—_— 
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ly own'd; who, though they were conſcious 
of ſome Truth, yet. for the moſt'part detain'd ir 
in. Unrighteouſneſs;: Bur our Apoſtle, in an-un- 
daunted maniier, o—_ unto them, the God 
of the Jews, the God, who madethe World and 
All Things, the God, whom they themſelves 
did-ignorantly Worſhip ; to! whom they, bad 
exeged an Altar,- though, they -had appointed 
no:$acrifce.-- - 2 17, | * 2. 
There were ſome few of the more Thinking 
Men, both among the Athenians and the Romans, 
who had gone a great way in dilcoyering and 
confuting the- Follies and Barbarities of the 
more monſtrous Sorts of Superſtition: ; they 
could, in a great meaſure, pull down the'old 
Buildings, 'but kriew not how to erect a new 
one ; they were vigorous , Oppolers of ſome 
very palpable Falſhogds, .burknew not wheie 
to find the Truth : Whereas, &..Pawl;not only 
diſcovered the egregious Vanity of Pageniſm, 
bur'ſer befoje:therthe true and only Religion; 
the Worſhip'of one God, v.,2 3. 4incere Repen- 
tance, V. 309. -ſtedfalt. Belict of a Day of| Judg- 
ment, -and an expreſs and. peculiar Faith in that 
Man whom God had ordain'd ro Judge the 
whole Wotld in. Righteoulnels, of which he 


had given a full aflucance, and; denionftration, 
by 
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by raiſing him from the :Dead, verſe TER , 


Now, if we throughbly conſider St. Paw's Are 
guments againſt rhe-Superſtirions-of the Athens 
zns,we ſhall find thacthey/have a Foundation 
natural Retigion, buutheiri main ſtrengthrandiJat 
Evidence is built uponRevelation: For he reaſons 
with thera, That there-is one God the. Maker 
of Heaver-and Earth; and all things;thereig;; 
thar' nothing is -rhore abſuced tharrtomake any 
material Repreſentation of the Infinite Being: 
That Man is but an Off-ſpring of God, and if 
no. Art can repreſent Man's/Realpn: and Un- 
derſtatiding by any , hmage:io' Gold; Silyet.,or 
Stone, how much leſs can it: hgure out the In- 
comprehenſible Godhead, [of which: Man's 
Soul is but an imperfect Image ?. That God is 
not to be worſhipped witb any Opinion of In- 
digency in him, awit he needed any; thivg,; ag 
they ſuppoſed their Demons did; who, 'as: they 
fancied, were pleas'd, and, as it were, fed 
with the. Steams of their Sacrihces; whereas 
be, who [was Lord ot Heaven and Eatths 
wamed nothing,angd.would bg. Worthy pped fos 
our. Advantage; not-his own : That he was 
the Creator of all Mankind,: having made” of 
one Blood all Natiogs. of Men. Fhas:his.Pro+ 
vidence was over all; :Sulkdinng iahd Go 


verning 


G 
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verning all Things : /That though he had, per- 


mitted the/mgnorant World to. try their own 
ways, yet now ht commanded -all -Men.to 
Repem': And: co 'confirm.the-generd] appre- 
henſion- they had 'of a: Day:of. Judgment, and 
comake-1t a certain Principle of all cheir De- 
ſigns -and Aftions, he appeals to Revelation; 
tolls ither-of an Appointed 'Day, and of ithe 
very Perſow whom God had Qrdain'd: to Judge 
the 'World in Righteouſneſs ; and leaft they 
fhould chink thathe intended to remove -one 
Superfticion,/-only, to'bring in another, : he ap- 
peals coſuch a Teſtimony, -to ſuch a miracu- 
lous Confirmation, as God would never give 
to any thing but Truth, viz, toa ReſurreCti- 
on from the Dead : The Truth of which, if 
he himſelf had not been ready to have Scal'd 
with his' own Blood, he would never have 
vencur'd to Preach Jeſus and the Reſwrefion in 
the midſt of Athens, 

Now, having enlarged upon this Excellent 
and moſt weighty Speech, - wherein St./Pawl, 
with admirable Addreſs, reproved the Athenians 
for their Superſtition, and took an'ocaaſion: to 
inſinuate his own Do&trine with leſs Offence 
( for if 'they were ſo Hoſpitable to all Religi- 
ons, why ſhould they be backward in giving 


Entertain- 
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Entertainment: to: bis); and: wherein he con- 
fures. the: main Body of Heathenilm by: Na- 
cural Reaſon, of which they. pretended to be 
the greateſt Maſters, and by the Authority of 
Aratis, an Aſtronomical Poet of high Repute 
amorigſt thera ;| and) laſtly, : wherein He not 
only: confures their Errors, Ka ſhews themnhe 
Truth ; not/by ſubtilty and human Merhods, 
bur by having recourſe to the Revelation-of 
God, and that. teſtity'd;, by. the greateſt of Mis 
mcles, the 'Reſurreftion. of fronw the 
Dead'; havingthus enlar wont Oratin 
of St. Paul, "which he againſtthe Super- 
ftition. of the Athenians, in the midſt! of their 
great: Court of  Judicature, I ſhallendeavour 
theſe three Things in my following Diſcourſe. 


I, To lay down ſome Conſiderations that 
may lead us into a, more diſtinct Knowledg 


of the Natuze of Superſtition. 
1. To obſerve fome of its more Barbarous 


Effects, ſuch as the Occaſion and the'Hiſtory 
of this Day ſhall ſuggeſt. 

HEL To propoſe ſome Dire&ions to- pre- 
ſerve us from this Hortible Sin, > J 
Conſequences of it. 


L Ta 


| 7 WE ermans Preached before 


-- I, Tolay down ſome Conſiderations, &c. 

Superſtition in its ordinary ule; | is made a * 
word of Ambiguity, and a common Term of 
Diſdain, which is mutually caſt upon all the 
Differences in.Religion... The Epicureans, couns 
ted it Superfticion co acknowledge'the! Provis- 
dence ot God, and to. pay! himi:any: Worſhip 
beitdes 'the bare' Efteem” of the Mind.” : The 
Heathen Writers, whenever they 'mention the 
Jews or the Chriſtians, Tpeak! of chemias':a moſt 
wretchedly-deluded People, \given over to'an 
obſtinate Superſticion': Bur I think the Primi 
tive Fathers/ have ſufhciently manifeſted where 
Superſtition was to: be really charg'd, by ex- 
poling, their Ablurd;, Cruel and 'Obfrene 
Rites, and by Baffling all the Arguments which 
they brought to juſtihe their Follies. 

Bur till, there are vaſt Bodies of People in 
the World, who live under different Per(wa-» 
flons in Religion, -as well as under different 
Governments ;-who are: mightily. ſatished in 
cheir own ways of Worſhip, and commiſerate 
all who are not of their Opinion, as poor de- 
luded: Creatures blinded with Superſtition. 
Nay,.the PrafefGon of Chriftianiry it ſelf, is lo 
fhll'd up with different Imaginations, Rites and 
Ulages, that almoſt all diſtinct Communions 

| are 
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are ipeechiog thing and Abhorting : "ole" another; 


upon the account of Superſtition. | 

They who know the 'World, /know hi 
thele'are true Obſervarions, and ery depto: 
rable | Byr ſure there is ſoine'betcy'Sedndiird 
of Superſtition than the rious Langtiape 
and Paſſions 6f Mankind; and that is "__ 
[ am now to enquire aſter,” i» 


i Therefore, 'tis well inflwn; aitPign 


has-wericten rhe/ moſt i celkbrated! Tieariſe'br 
chis Subject, of any among -the Ancient Hea» 
thew;" for that Book” of Seneca coricertiing Str- 
perſtirion,” which Sr. #4/tm quotes/i# not tothe 
down to our Hands, ' Now, though this Gy 

and 'Ingenious Author Has delivde d riany* 


extraordinary Zeal againſt chaſe wh ven 
the Divinity in @ Hott Shape” that they mi 
Worſhip» their” own it Nature ; Yeſ _ 

defines Superſtition by at1 Aſtoni D#t4 


ful Apprehenſion of the Deity, A hed” Wl 
only 


us /theitrue Nate df ir,” but 
one Cauſe? of' one Otcafton' bf - 
yrs may ariſe ori Fear, Fr i 
orance;” or a '$t bF-rhe 
Mind; Loney Love: and PF6ndnels,” #5 well as 
font Ber, > f6rA® althoft in Paſont 'of rhe 
Sodl, and: any Ok of thi” Body ; © for 


when 


_— 
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when the Natural Sence of a Deity, and © 
the Duty that Man owes him, comes to be 
vitiated with a mixture of Mens own Infirmi- 
ties. and Paſſions, thoſe Inhrmities and Paſ- 


ſions. ſtand ready to; commence Superſtition ; 


there, being. nothing more - requir'd , but 
an , Opinion (of their being well-pleaſing to 
God, -which is ſeldom'wanting to Mens own 
Imaginations. .,., Belides, to call a Dread of 
God by the Name of Superſticion, is ſomewhat 
a dangerous Expreflionto Chriſtian Ears, when 
we conſider how the Old Teſtament does almoſt 
every where repreſent Religion. by the Fear of 
God; and that the Prophets convers'd- with 
him , under © great Tremblings and Terror. 
Plutarch was a Platcniſt, and the Platoniſts were 
a Sect, of People who were generally of a 
foft. and Amorous Nature, who plac'd' their 
Happineſs in the Speculation. ef Ideas ; and 
who rarely conlider'd God, as a Righteous 


Puniſher of Sin, but chiefly as a moſt amiable . 


Being for them to contemplate ;. they uſually 
entertain'd.; very good Opinions, of them- 
felyes, and of; their own PerfeCtions, and 
lietle thought of that Gulf which Sin. had 
made between Man and the Divine Nature ; 
and therefore they hardly allow'd ſuch a juſt 
Severity to the Deity, as was requiſue. forthe 

| wile 
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wiſe Government of the World, but made 
his Goodneſs to [wallow up his Juſtice, Where- 
as God, who knows his own Nature beſt, has 
given us-anathec | Character of himſelf, the 
Lord, Merciful and Gracious, and forgiving Iniquity z 
but will by no means clear the Guilty, viſiting, the 
Iniquities of the Fathers upon the Children, Exod. 
34 6, 7. Superſtition therefore, .though varia- 
ble ia irs Original and Effects, is always found- 
ed upon a falſe Apprehenſion. of God, and 
ow er upon a falſe Apprehenſion of 
Religion, by which he is. Serv'd.and Wor- 
ſhip'd :- And as this falle. Appreheaſton) of 
God and' Religion ariſes from ſeveral Cauſes, 
and produces ſeveral Effects, ' ſo accordingly 
Superſticion :is varied ;, It conliſts both ia,Opi 
nion. and /Practice z ; and though! Practice 
moſt Obvious and Remarkable, and that from 
which Opinion is 'ufually gather d;3- yer-it 
may be defin'd, with a regard to both, viz; 
That it. s the Performing | of a- religions Service, 
with -an Opinion of its being well-pleaſing-to God, 
though it be really unacceptable and unworthy to be, of - 


fer'd tobim. So that our next Enquiry will be, 


to know what Religious:Service is -well-plea- 

ſing to God, - and what is unacceptable to him. 

|. Some have thought chat the Manners 

and Cuſtoms of the Country, and the PR 
| C 2 ic 
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lick Liws afe 6:ehi only Determination in this 
Matter + So Sentca1s reprelenred by St. Auſt, 
for concluding that choſe: Superſtitians which 
He could ac. /#pprove- oÞ to: his own Ming, 
Were-yct to: be: oblerv'd) becauſe the Laws 
commanded'them : Cn omus” ſapiens obſex-vas 
hit, tanquam lbgihus juſſa, Gm Dus grata, 
©D. L 6: /c.10; | 
* Arid not much unlike is, chac which the 
Church ef Rome Aﬀfigns, when the makes her 
Conſtitutionsthe only meaſure of what is, and 
what is nor; Superſticion. - 
> Bit now this \is'a way of confounding al 
Pruth; or of making it fafe, as ro Temporal 
Intereſt, for Men to praftice the Superſtitions 
of (every Country,/ where they are publickly 
allowed ;'! bux' this gives the Miri no: Light, 
ow babbles it 16 make 4 Rational and Cercain 
, cmmpopcne berween Religion and” 'Superſtt- 
tion. 
ONS; An Ropes) ro the Principles of Natural 
Religion; ang tothe DiRates of found Mora- 
lity, Wid go-a-great way among. ſome of the 
wiſe Heathen towards the Determination of 
this Thing 3 and therefore St. Paul inlifted fo 
#ittch upon Natural Principles in his Speech to 
the Hthenians, though he did nor ultimately reſt 
on thoſe : Groſs Idolatry could not hand be- 
fore 
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fotethe'Light of Naru ral Reaſon, when it was 


well -diſfplay'd 3 bur-yer there :wece many: let; 
ſer Extravagances' from whichche;politer Heas 
then'could(tiot' free-ttiern(elves' by:tberfbre 

of 'that Principle// Thug Citeo) owrhd whs:a 
great Maſter of Morality, and deeply imgag'd 
in all-che Gallantty -of Roman Vertuethd:Hes 
roical Worth, made” ai{hifr; by the: Sagatiry 
of his Reaſon, ' and the Natural-Probity.rof his 
Mind, to confure the more[/Abominable Opiz- 
nions and Practices of the- Supetſtitious/ in his 
Time ;' whatſoever was Barbarous and [nhn- 
man,  whatfoever- was" Oblcene !and; Filthy; 
and Egregiowſly abſurd in” the Gentile: Wors 
ſhip, he perfe&tly deteſted, as diretly cons 
trary to the Benignity of God, - rothe: Modelty 
of Human Nature, to the Univerſal 'Loverot 
Mankind, and the-Foundation of all Sociery! 
But when he had werk'd his Reaſon'to- fome 
height, and had proceeded {o far'as"to givea 
good blow to all Paganiſm; by his Rational 
and Searching Difcourſes ;' yet, - at Jaſt,. te 
found it ecefliey to rerain/ſore Sacrifices,, and 
ſome Cerernonies in che Worſhip of the Gods; 
for which he could give no other reafon than 
the Teſtimony of the Oracles, and the Tradition'of 
Anceſters. 'And this plaialy ſhews, that there 
1sno reſting in this Argument, till we come to 
Divine 
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Divine Revelation. We may, doubtleſs, go a 

reat way towards the deteCting of Superſtition 
- the ſtrength of chat which Men call Natucal 
Religion- and: Moral Principles, and the Ecer- 
nal Reaſon of Things; for whatloever is. appa- 
rently repugnant tothe Notion of the Godhead, 
ro.the Perfection.of our own Nature, and to the 
beſt Conceptians of | our Minds, can never be 
the whole, or any. part of the-true .Warthip of 
God : But though this be freely granted, yer [ 
fuppole that Man would be hard put to it, that 
ſhould undertake to prove that the Ceremonial 
Worſhip of the Ancient Jews was not Superſti- 
tion, and be allow'd no Argumeats to 'prove 
this by, but ſuch as ariſe from the natural No» 
tions of Things, and a ſuitablenels to the Di- 
vine Nature : Had not God been pleaſed to Ine 
ſtiture that Worſhip Himſelf, and to'igive Au- 
thority co it, by a multitude of undeniable Mi- 
racles, we ſhould never have found any intrin- 
ſecal Goodneſs in it, by hearkning to our own 
Reaſon, or by contemplating the Divine Na- 
ture. So likewiſe, in reſpect to the two Sacra- 
ments of the Chriſtian Religion, what Con- 
gruity can we diſcover between thoſe material 
and ſenſible Ceremonies, and a pure and infi- 
nite Spirit ? "Tis true, they are admirably ſuir- 
ed to the Worſhip of a God Incarnate, but thea 
| rhat 


the Houſe of Commons. 5 


that is, matter of Revelation, and is the thing 1 
contend for ; viz. That we can never boldly 
pronounce concerning what is true Regen, 
and what is Superſtition, cill we fix our ſelves 
upon . Divine Revelation : For though, as 1. 
have ,obfery'd, ſome of, the wiſer among the. 
Gentiles were able, by Natural Reaſon, to dil- 
cover ſome of the grofler Parts of Superſticion,, 
yer ſtill they themſelves were under; the fame. 
Bondage,  though/in.a lels Degree z... as lome, 
Madmen, whore le(s Raving, will ofcentimes, 
ſpeak with ſome Judgment and:Compaſſion of 
the more Extravagant Madnels of athers,.. tho; 
all che while they. coo labour, under, the fame, 
Diſeaſe, . but. theis Diſeaſe is, nar 16 Colinh a 

Ferment, . F® 
We. muſt centre, qur ſelves therefore upon. 
the Reveal'd Will oh. God,in., Mattgrs of Reli+ 
gion, and not truſt too much to our own Reas, 
lonings concerning,! the , Divine Nature and 
Will, of which we ſhould have knowa ſomes: 
thing, but very little, if God had, not beer 
pleaſed to diſcover himſelf tous in his holy Q-. 
racles: If Men ſhall go! to make/Religion,.. or 
any part of it out of their own Heads, they will 
certainly make a Superſtition of ic ; Theres, 
not ſo, much as a-purely Nat«ral Religion in1he, 
fall'n State of Mankind ;. no Prayers as Prailes,, 
ar 
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or any of tnoſe we call Nattral Diitics, are +c- 
ceptable ro Godwithout an Expiation, and an 
nterceflor ; and theſe Things depending on the 
Will of God, - can bei no otherwiſe known, 
than as beChas "revealed" ther, 'Whertfote 
crue Religion'is keeping cole. to the' Reve- 
tation of Godt att the Efſentials, and/in all che 
ſtibſtantial Acts of Worthip, and Superſtition 
is a departing from Atin-any of theſe:'' All the 
ef& we have oF Reaſon in the Buſineſs"ef Rat? 
Sion; is to/fead us ro/Divine Relation, and then 
ro'affiſt us" in finding our the true ence arid 
Meaning of what ts there deliver'd;, ard when 
eif8'ts done,” we ate wholly rotfrgn' or TeFves 
& the WAl'of-God, and''to behieve and' do as 
he has Commanded. 

"To effett this, Reaſon may proceed in 
chis 'Method!-wnd" by eſs Furdamietitat Ma- 
Yin, * v/0 ho 07 farm 007 3109597 30m bas no 

- "Thar God may reveal his' Will ro Mankind 
m 4 'Sopernatural and Extraordinary Manner: 
Thar he ' can; make ule of ſufficient! meays 
to/confirm' his Revelatiohs' to'us, 'and to” 'en- 
able-us 'to diſtingitſh' between a true Reve- 
lativn' and a' pretended one : Thar what- 
ever God ' Reveals is' infallibly true © Thar 
#ve will rake" 2 fincere Uſe of our Fa- 
ctiktes © we ' may fo: 'far rmderſtand che 


oITUuc 


tha bln of Comenens. 


what; Senſe. of-w God has revea['d re: 
th-hais, onſap, avto diſtinguiſh his 
Wo falſe 1 Interpretations, and! to be 
tha# ws have. right Objects for 

our Faith, and _ Rules and: Meaſures for 
eur Obedience then farther, 'tis' as Ra+ 


tional a Concluſion; na the fercgo fa 


thae {od eanodycal more than-we Can 
&; or; thathei gan di 
fokhrfubline EFruthsaswed may rokiBizana 


Reaſon eo: believe,, tho' wr wma 
tics fall} to aohcavey: and” 1d ib. herd 
ly, that ourrReaton t#1D-Roopy, abth rb yi 
toFaich;. for obr: Lndarfandiags arc 
and nova: r__ Maaſuro- ob. all- 
D—_—_ and rs avrero bonded ON} 
\4 &:con wacted-thany Weakpriffas, and 
miubhy Blindntss myo mma. 'and 
tipon chefs, Ancounts,| 12; bedomcs usc;ter be 
exceeding cautious, leſt we.ſhonld»rake! our 
Patfions aod.-our Art jacoosy for! ans and 
ar rey wr ——————— T 
By: Univer! 
ſai Tradgiowob chat 'Mrraniiratith Mizcors 
ob Bacty whaehn art Retrondet inthe! Skrops 
tures aMammay-armve w aiRuforad Hairh', 


and thei boa etey prbonnes cha 
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there 1s but one 7rae Religion, 'or acceptable 
Worſhip, which is the Chriftian; and thatall 
the reſt are Superſtitious, ' whether Jewiſh, 
Pagan, or Mahometan, for the Fewiſh Religi- 
0n, as 'tis now profeſs'd in oppofition troChrilt, 
and as 'tis ſtuff 'd with modern; Dotages, is a 
poor, wretched Superſtition. 

As to what concerns the charge of 'Saper- 
ſition among Chriſtians, it may now be dif- 
patch'd in few words: For I do not ſee, that it 
can with any manner of Truth, be apply'd to 
any viſible Public Conſtitution, but that of the 
Church of Rome for I do notconcern my (cif 
at preſent," with 'the multitude of 'unformed 

1e cannot conſiſtcither in'the numerouſ- 
neſs or. oddneſs of Ceremonies, ' when there 
1s no Meritattributed co themy:and they arc 
not enjoin'd'as\ Subſtantial Acts of Workhip, 
or as /parts of : Holineſs,” in themſelves: well 
pleaſing to God. 1% 

As to Superſtition in Manners,” or the bad 
uſe which ſome make of the Excterndls'of'Re- 


© ligion, that camnot:-be;prevented by:che roſt 


exccllent'Conftiturion of 'x Church, nor by 
the beſt Waſdom''of a Nation; for when 
Pcople axe-averic to reat\Goodneſs, they will 
try to: goto:Heaver by ſhifts, and place Per» 
tection in Inſtrumental Picty ; Theſe are _ 
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as they are-in.a State of Separation, 
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fes which cannot be wholypreventced by any 
Public Eſtabliſhment; bur People miiſt be 
call d off fromſuch ſorc-of Superſticaon,;. by 
frequent Admorutions; | and by ſuch! Sermons 
and Diſcourſcs; :as ſhall plainly ſhew; here: 
in.real-and ſubſtantial Holineſs does confit; 
Whereas the Church of Rome, has Eſtabliſh'd 
Superſtition by a Law; 'and:madeiirt themoſt 
Celebrated part'of their Worſhip:and:Deyo: 
tion. A great part 'of/1'their: Religiorr: 1 
founded upon ſome particulars, ' which they 
conjecture, . muſt needs /be-'Tranſacted: by 
Souls departed, / arid in the» behalf of Souls, 
CONCCrn- 
ing which Revelation has lefr us inthe dark; 
wheretore, that muſt: neceſſarily be a! very 
great Superſtition,” which obliges People ro 
receive ſuch: pra&tioes, as parts''of Divine 
Worſhip, which -have'noching tþ/ſapporc 
them, but Man's Preſumption. The Wor- 
ſhipping of Sauncs and: Angels, is Superkici- 
on 1n the principal. Sente "of the 'Word, 
Auwodzupgriz, the Worſhip of Demons; not- 
withſtanding all the fine colours, by!/which 
their witty Mentry todiſguic this practice ; 
tis hard to propoſe any two things ar» the 
world, that run n ſo exatt aparallet; a$ che 

D 2 Worſhip 


=_ —_—_ _— w——_ D— 
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Wonſhbip of Demons among the (Gear iles, and 
the Workhip of :Seints amang the um x 4. 
pond Payy ng an gs or 

k an ut As enders I 
ſolf wponahe Obſcryatian, and iafters it elf 
to (our firſt Reflodtions. Litcle' did St; Paul 
thank, when hc made his admirable Speech 
againlt rhe Supceftition af whe Pr 05g) 
chat hc himlf fnould ane day be Workbip'd 
as afort.of Dewnnn cho Chriftan Chureh : 
Burſo3r is, the Seduoer has been:tao hard for 
cho Chnmſtians, whe would nat ſtand to 
the plain Ward af God; bur would preſurnc 
ro:make. Additions to the main and principal 
part .of ':;all Revelatzan, 'the Dottrine of rhe 
Mediation af Chriſt : He has infinuaced a 
maſt abomwablc Idakery; which s the worft 
partiat Supcritrian, under anoker dreſs; 
hc has ſupply'd the Papifts, ' with! Angels and 
Saines, inſtcad of Demons and Hcro's, and 
has ſent them Jupmer and Moxcury, in the like- 
neb of Bawmahes and Paul. 

Hawng hid down forme Confiderations, 
that may lead us into a more diftinct Know- 
_ of the Nature of Superſtxtion;l proceed 
in 

Second place, roobſerve tome of its more 


barbarous 


XUM 


96 = - —  — m_ 


| barbarons Eficitts, auch as the qrofonoOcoa- 
fron, and ahc Haltaey of this Day ſhall ſup- 


et We only the Follies and Inpioties of 
Superſtition. to camplain of, a were Aa Gric- 
vance worthy the Care and: Watdom of a 
Chriſtian Nation to provide againſt, bur 
| when we conſider; rhar Pco- 
ple more to Sedition, and vo anabhorrence 
| of all good Goverament, than Superſtition ; 
ehur it 1s chemoſt frumiul parenc of ignorant 
and bitter Zcal; that chemnoſt cruel Conipe- 
racics, and moſt-miſchievqus:Deligns are ge- 
nerally ſuggeſted by SupeaſtnioneConcith 
and moſt commonly attempeed by Men of 
Enebuſiaftick Tempers, embakden'd by fallc 
Opaniens in Religion; when wes/confider 
cheſe things,' and what a'pecukar 
chove 1510 all Su ainſt 'the Cari 
Peace of Kingdoms, and the fafery of Pub- 
hck Staros:; vhere Marines hand i mona 
oz 00 The che incxeale of 
thar Dultompec n, which is 1o apt 
to carn/into ——_ work RH — 
a Rebellion | £86 rin. 1. 
nc cllterezat cnliee fans rEACTT 'hat'* 
chey: would. hardly obey any Magiſtrares, or 


hearken 
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Em, 


hearken to any /Laws, upon the account of 
cheir numcrous Superſtitions. And the Hi- 
ſtory of our own Timcs may fatisfic any rea- 
ſonable Perſon, that when cver Pcople | of 
ſuch | Perſwaſions and Tempers ſhall be ſuf- 
fer d to come to a Head, there will ſoon be 
an end of all juſt Authority : For what legal 
Reſtraint can be laid upon thoſe, who preſume 
themſclves actuated 1n all things by a Divine 
Impulſe, and that all the Murdcrs they 
commir, arc but ſo many Acceptable Sacri- 
fices ro God? and who will be ſure to throw 
off their Civil Subjetion, as ſoon as: cverar 
ſhall come into their Fancies, that God :will 
help them-againſt their Magiſtratcs ? 

The Conſpiracy of this day is Evidence c- 
nough, what Cruel and Barbarous Deſigns 
Superſtition 1s always big with, tho, be 
thank'd, ir has not always ſtrcngth co bring 
forth : Nothing, it ſeems, could content 
choſe Superſtictious Zcalots, bur the choiccſt 
Sacrifice, made. up of the noblcſt Bloed, 
and the Flower of Humane Nature gather'd 
into one body : And that there might be no- 
thing co oppoſe their heliſh Dchgn, = 
reſolv'd not to.give the blaw; ul all che Au- 
thority, Wiſdom, and Courage of the Nation 
| Were 
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were met in one Auguſt Aſembly ; but Pro-' 


vidence, which prefides over Kingdoms, is 
eſpecially watchful over Parliaments, by 
which Kingdoms are beſt ſecur'd ; and till 
continues @ Succeſſion of Them to withſtand 
all 'Popih' Counſels' and —_— and' to 
praiſe the Lord for that great Deliverance. 

- But ſeeing many are not apt ro be fo ye- 
ry ſenfibly afteted with thoſe Deliverances, 
which were confert'd 'on the Generations be- 
fore them ; behold ! this Day has been ſince 
enlarged with' new Mercies, and therefore 
requires a double Gratitude from us. - When 
the'-Men of the fame Superſtition” had 
brought another horrible Deſign almoſt to 
effe&, of undermining the Government, 
and of blowing up the Laws and Conſtitut- 
onsof'this Kingdom and Church;' even that 
was as miraculouſly: -preyented by a: Divine 
and feaſonable/Interpofal ; and'it muſt necds 
raiſe our Wonder and Joy, when we conſi- 
der;/who: that Deliverer was, that' Providence 
fent us:/ 'A 'Royal' Prince” 'oat 'of that very 
Line, which was on'this Day deyoted to an 
utter Extin&tion 2: A Prince born fo near this 
almoſt fatal Day; 'his Birth having'an imme- 
diate priority to rhis Anniverſary, that Hea- 


ven 
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ven thereby ſms 0 aflure us,. that He hes 
an Aſccadant. over. all-die Malignant Influ-- 
cages of Papilh Sorcery; andithee mgpers 
nRtions: tral never prevail againſt him 5. ard: 
that by-lus, very Nativity, he, 1s PoURted) Gt, 
w, be the Guardian ok; the! —_ Cauſe: 
And, what is: another, remarkable Gireuge 
(lance 18- aur: Delycres,, he: 15, a Prince dc- 
ſcended- from: that Nablk Agceſtar' of his, 
who withitead the FTyrinny: and: graving 
Manarchy of Spain, whan. the 'thaught- © 
have, gmaipd:all the Likerges af; Azrope; and 
haying ahead the Cupiet Fornications 
had gyyan her-Power and hay Sexengeh, une 
thc Bealt. 

Theſe, aro Canſiderations thar; wand 
cempt:any iRattonal Man; the: alnd:Propher 
tical Genius, tor: condude,.. that doubiles; 
ſame:greater Revolutianuhaniwhatwe:have 
Vas, ex gervinentad, 15 menng:on ;; unleſs our 
Ingraiinude ſtop it 
Balides, the: Mcrcics thas wa: have every, 
Yean Commenanratcdi findc: thiit happy Res 
valution; we:are: ſtill itarhlef God; = wo 
have: our Btabhfrrd:Religion; and-may ferve 
ban, wiboeut- az Jawik and Shperftitiaus 
Fear: That:aurKingy is: ——_— _ 

ve 
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Adtive to watch and to withſtand; a very 


Subtil, Powerful, and Implacable Enemy. Lir- 
de do Prople think, what/an — it is: of 


God's efpecial Goodneſs towards us,thitwe are 
nor given'over as a Prey unto his Tecch, that 
He can only Attemptand Threaren, afid thar 
His cerrible- ficrcencs is fill bovind up and 
reftrain'd,” tho' not <onfotinded';,  Thit 'we 
hes fl —_ Ling dry wk 
a our late Victory at oe; 
i Abend barren pen that 
rr» 97 it' be att Anphibions 
Creadiite th we have ts deal with, whoſe 


teſt on the Land, 
apr Glory etc of hi Peper 
eyer gaye- their Lives: _ their 


Men He has been htely tar | thit ic 
Ss & harchforuw'ts » 


Kis/Paſtiine | 
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K he finds by the daily increaſe of Wickedneſs 

amongſt us, that he ſhall not be Glorify'd by. 
our. Proſperity, he will change his Mcchod of. 
dealing with us, aud bz Glorify'd in our Op-. 
preſſion. If we grow ſo nice, as to murmur 

at his-proceedings, becauſe they do not cx- 

actly anſwer to all our Deſircs z if. we prove: 
ſo.unreaſonable,. as to think we are undone,, 
becauſe our Safcry-puts,us: to ſome Expences ;, 
and if our Condition. appeat miſerable; be- 

cauſc our Bleſfings are ſomewhat chargeable: 
tous; then have we Reaſon to fear,  Icit- our, 
Repming (hould. Provo God to, make us. 
Drink deeper of the Cup. of AfMlictians, . be-. 
fore he gives us a farther Dclivery. 

'\ The: Miniſters -of the Golpel. have; been: 
often put to make. Apologics tar the darker 
Provitdcners: of . God 4 but. the; untoward, 
Temper of this Age puts'us upon making. A- 

ologies for his-yery Mercies too :, Men haye. 

ſo, much. usd; co Infidclicy, . that they 
will not believe their own Temporal Happy, 
6; | | 


:. Weall underſtand what. Diſcontents. there . 
age. 18 this: Kingdom 4 (and can any of you re-. 
mempcr, when this Nation. was, wichour, its. 
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Complaints ?) we know what ill Repreſen- 
tations 'fore are rcady to make of eyery 
Management, and of every Event; wegrant 
there are many difficulties under which we 
lyc at preſenr, and thar the carrying on of ſo 
Neceſlary and fo Diffuſive a War, muſt needs 
be our burthen, as well as oar Security ; but 
none of theſe things muſt put a damp upon 
our Spirits, Icflen qQur Gratitude to God, cor 
check our forwardneſs in contributing largc- 
ty towards the Maintaimng of chat Cauſe, 
in which the wholc Proteſtant Intereft is bot= 
rom'd ; and in which his Maj:ſty has been fo 
Nobly ſeconded', by the concurrent AC. 
ſiſtance, of a Wiſe, a Senſible, and a Gene- 
Tous Parliament. 

II. 1 come in the laſt place, to lay down 
ſome Dirc&tions, to preſerve us from the 
Horrible Sin of Superſtition, which is one 
great occaſion of all che Troubles of this 
Kingdom. 

And herel beg leave, to recommend Three 
Things more eſpecially, | 

7. The firſt is, a thorovgh inſight into the 
Law of Nature, and the obligation of Mo- 
ral Actions ; an exceltent piece of Wiſdom, 
and brought to great Perfection in ſome late 

E 2 Wrinngs: 
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Wciungs: The: ſtudy. of this,; will render 
Mens Judgments ſound and maſculne, make 
chem leſs Iyable ro Superſtitions Fancics, and 
conſequently leſs ſubje&t ta Arheiſtical Con. 
cis, which many runynto; by an Injudicious 
and too haſty abhorrence of che other.' Make 
but a ſober Enquiry into the True Nature of 
Humane Actjons, and that will quickly Teach 
ou, to diſtinguiſh berween Meral Dutics, and 
Ricual Performances,and Barbarous lmpicries, 
a&ted under the pretence of Religion ; and to 
prefer Obcdience, Righteouſneſs, Tempe- 
rancc, and Mercy, bctore the Sacrifice of 
Fools and Madmcn; it will bring youto: ac- 
knowledge, that your beſt Actions fall below 
your Rule, and then the Defc&ts of -Moralicy, 
will directly lead you to ſeck after an Expiari- 
on for thoſe Defects,, and that Expiation 1s 
Chriſt our Saviour. 
2, Do but cake a ſerious, yiew of the harrt 
ble Supcrſtitions of the Ancient and Madern 


Heathen, and you will.quickly abhor all ap- 


proaches towards ſuch Degencracics from 
common Reaſon, and from the firſt Notions 
of Relizion;; and not indure that Chriſtianity 
ſkould. have any of thoſe ſordid mixtures 
braught-into it; which in time would 4 
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SEW dela 1 Holin vio) 6 4 fs 
their 
2, For a POW} DircCtion to all ae 
ans, who would poghy enim cnſaar'd by pres 
tion. 1 intrear them to ſtand to thi 
Scriptures, and ta-well ſeaſon. cheir Fa 
with a due ſenſe of the Chriſtian Religion 
from thoſe Purc and Spiritual Diſcourſes 
which out” Saviour himſclf has l&ft.us: To 
conſider, what are che eſpecial Dutics to 
which'he has annexcd his BIT ings, and what 
is the Hypocrific and Formal Worſhip he has 
moſt zcalouſly oppos'd. ; 'Tis convyerſing 
much with the Holy Scriptyres, that alone 1s 
able to make a Man Devour and Diſcreet at 
the Game time ; chere is no. ſuch ſecurity a- 
gainſt all Superitition, as a conſtant recourſe 
to the Word of: Fro t Cryſtal Fountain 
all Tr ru Wm "Wikdor and Loye; 
Sen Ws wg. arc eas: infus'd into 
carts; Fs bur whac is ſolid in Re- 
pil will be able ro make any ſtrong Im- 
| ON our Souls 
Cade Th ph, I am williog co 
hy me foie ng and warm upon, your 
Minds, i IS wk That! T fear our licele Differences 
in Politicks, have very much abatcd of _ 
ju 


- 
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uſt abhorrence which is.due to the Abomi- 


_ Superſticions of; che Church of Rogue 
and,.ſo the. Ja EO be vark hannbo 


: Bur whagever a ane 
flare =_ 


impute ta;cach 
ſelves; that | 1s Fares Corruption 
of Chriſtianity As as befor, he ve Corn A IS: no 


Iteration; in. the. Opunyons.and, D 
t 


at Church, whatever there, may. 
Piety and Conſtancy of thoſe who mo to 


Qacken yery.much in their Cppoegnggin 


It... pe gb avovr. to betaveour..fclyes 
Paroics may 


W 
VIA hat into the true: f.. che, Nation, 
which is the rubs. of the Proteſtant 


Religion; that all our Hearts may be united 
Policy and Wiſdom 

be no longer a Re-- 
proach to our ſelves, ar d a Triumph to our E-- 
nemies: And, in a word, that Luxurious Fafts,, 


into the fame 
that our Diviſions ma 


Murmurin T [ae 


fions of Lyne fo 


this Church and {If neither Judg- 
ments nor Mercics wil do us any good; it 


we arc of too perverſe a Temper, cither to 


+I falſc Profeſ- 


be Humbled or Oblig'd, then our greacelt. 


Calamity is not RY but only defcrr'd ; 


bur. 


ÞSc the ruin of 
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but if we have Hearts eruly thankfiil for ſes 
mer Dcliyerances, and- hayc theGracc and 
Skill ro mana & JT Bleffi r when, tis 
pie into our may ftill be a Proſpe- 
rous and: « Cteat People, and ſirchas theLord 
ſhall delight to viſie with Mercies, Delive- 
tances, and a'mighty Salvaton : Which God 
of his Infintte Mercy grent os, thro Jeſus Cbrift, 
his Son, our Lord. 

Tp God the Fat FEES 
T7 beige) Þ dl Heine; Gloy.Pe 


: re Amen forts 
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